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Solar generating systems seem to 
have come in one of two flavors 
over the past several years: extra 
large and extra small. 

Utility-scale solar has been a 
dominant force, with plant sizes 
starting at 200 megawatts. Then 
there’s distributed, or rooftop 
systems, which hit in the low-
kilowatt range. 

Robert Orsello — principal 
engineer and owner of Triage 
Inc., a Scottsdale company that 

designs and consults on solar projects — has founded a new venture 
called Flux Energy GS that’s looking to make solar more of a 
neighborhood affair. The idea has some utilities rethinking their 
approach. 

“I believe we have a design that is most forward-thinking,” Orsello 
said. 

Orsello’s plan creates an architectural feature out of a concentrated solar tower. Capable 
of producing 10 to 100 megawatts of power, the plant can be used for communities, 
shopping centers or any central gathering place, he said. 

The company already has about 12 people working on the project in various capacities. 

The solution is fairly straightforward. Railcars with mirrors would travel around a central 
concentrating tower. By moving the mirrors to track the sun, Orsello’s SunDial could 
harness power at peak intervals for most, if not all, of the day. 

For storage, the system would use a single, slim tank that would operate on the principal 
similar to a home hot water heater. Higher temperature water would be at the top of the 
tank and could provide power generation after the sun goes down, he said. 

The system also calls for a solar radiator under the mirrors to return heat to the ground. 
The system is a closed loop, meaning no water is wasted, Orsello said. 

“We want to be a dry-air system,” he said. “We don’t want to use water to create 

Scottsdale solar firm rethinking business 
model
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electricity.” 

Orsello estimates that the power plant would need about 3 to 4 acres of land per 
megawatt. A 10-megawatt unit would take about one-tenth of a square mile. With 
development cost estimated at $4 a watt, or about $4 million per megawatt (which is a 
million watts), a 10-megawatt plant would run about $40 million. That’s cheaper than 
what’s currently on the market at $6 to $8 per installed watt. 

Orsello has been experimenting with community-sized solar for some time. Triage 
designed a system for a development outside Tombstone that would provide power for 
homes and a water district in the community. 

Flux Energy’s project is the next step. While the company is targeting housing 
developments, cities and county users — groups that, in some cases, may or may not be 
eligible for state and federal rebates — most of the interest has come from other sectors, 
Orsello said. 

“Our goal is not to sell at the utility level, but so far they are the only groups coming 
forward,” he said. 

That may reflect a rethinking of what it means to meet alternative energy mandates from 
the Arizona Corporation Commission. The benefit of a 200- to 300-megawatt power plant 
is that it can feed lots of power to the grid. The downside is the financing, running at $1 
billion or more depending on the type of plant, which has been a struggle amid the 
economic collapse. 

Arizona Public Service Co. officials said they are looking at a broader portfolio of 
solar after a deal with Starwood Energy Group and Lockheed Martin Corp. fell through 
earlier this year. Last month, Salt River Project unveiled plans for a 20-megawatt 
photovoltaic plant that companies could buy into instead of placing the panels on their 
own roofs. 

“Probably a year ago, I don’t think any of us thought we’d be talking about projects of this 
size,” said Lori Singleton, SRP’s manager of environmental initiatives. 

Part of that has come from a drop in prices for some forms of solar, particularly 
photovoltaic. Those systems convert the sun’s light into energy directly instead of 
refocusing it. 

While SRP is exempt from ACC’s requirement of producing 15 percent of its power from 
renewable sources by 2025 because it is a quasi-governmental agency outside the 
commission’s authority, the utility is looking for new ways to bring solar into its portfolio. 

It is working out the logistics of bringing such plants online. SRP cannot take advantage of 
some of the federal incentives because of its governmental status. 

That’s where having people buying into a solar system may be advantageous, Singleton 
said. “We’re hearing more and more about customers installing solar, but they can’t do it 
on their rooftops,” she said. 

Get Connected 

Flux Energy Inc.: flux.gs 

Salt River Project: www.srpnet.com 

 
 

 

Contact the Editor  Need Assistance?  More Latest News 

Ads by

Scottsdale:Moms Make $77hr 
Single mother finds easy way to 
earn great money from home during 
recession. Her shocking story...   
Learn more 

Why do your Joints hurt? 
Suffering with joint pain? Click here. 
Shocking joint relief discovery by 
Cambridge, MA researchers…  
Learn more 

 Add Your Link Here! 

Featured Phoenix Jobs 
 View Open Opportunities - AT&T 
 Nurse Practitioner - Medical Oncology - 

Cancer Treatment Centers of America 
 Surgical Oncologist - Cancer Treatment Centers of 

America 
 Clinical Research Nurse - National - Cancer Treatment

Centers of America 
 Oncology Critical Care Manager - Cancer Treatment 

Centers of America  

Search Jobs | Post Resume | View More

Post a Job | Feature a Job 

SPOTLIGHT EMPLOYER 
 
 
Verizon Wireless  

We're a company whose values - Integrity, Respect, 
Performance Excellence, and Accountability - guide the 
actions of every member of our team, and serve as a source 
of pride. They are a reflection of our determination to
superior solutions to all of our global clients. 

With so many opportunities within so many disciplines, 
there's certain to be a position that's just right for you at 
Verizon Wireless.  

Visit www.verizonwireless.com/careers to learn more
our Profile Page  

Company 
Watch 
Get started now  



  

 

Showing 0 comments  

Sort by    Subscribe by email   Subscribe by RSS 

 

 
 
comments powered by DISQUS  

FedEx Kinkos is now FedEx Office© 

Search Press Releases 
Search by Company, Organization, or Keyword 

  
Content provided by PR Newswire. Learn more about this service.  

Most Read Stories 
 Third ownership group talking to NHL, Glendale 
about Phoenix Coyotes  

 Seattle passes Arizona boycott  

 Southwest No. 1, US Air last in frequent flyer 
study  

 Push begins for LA-Vegas-Phoenix rail  

 ACC commissioner: LA boycotters should turn 
off lights  

Most Emailed Stories 
 Sprouts budding: New stores, more jobs on the 
horizon  

 Commercial foreclosures pick up speed  

 Rep. Mitchell joins calls for Obama to send troops 
to US-Mexico border  

 One man’s view of Arizona’s image  

 Phoenix judge sues county attorney, sheriff  

Newest first

How do you feel about offshore drilling following 
the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico? 

Keep drilling  

Drill, but only in shallow areas  

Drill, but improve safety  

Stop drilling  

Not sure  

 

 

  

BUSINESS PULSE SURVEY

Vote

 

CITY GUIDE SPOTLIGHT - PHOENIX 

Attractions in Phoenix  
Cocktails in Phoenix  
Hotels in Phoenix  
Restaurants in Phoenix  

 
Sponsored by:

 

Featured Property 
Price: $598,500  
Building Size: 2,684 SF  
Use Type: Sale  

More Phoenix Real Estate  

Phoenix Real Estate powered by LoopNet

View all Phoenix Press Releases  
View ALL Press Releases  

 

FREE RESEARCH 

How to Select Your Next SEO Firm: Ten Tough 
Questions to Guarantee Ongoing Success

Maximizing Marketing Efficiency & 
Effectiveness By Minimizing Pay Per Click
Scams  

Don't Settle for a "Good Enough" B2B Lead 
Management Solution  

Sales Force Automation Buyer's Guide 

see more whitepapers... 

ONLINE: home | business news | small business | sales & marketing | real estate | events | directory | careers | city guide | advertise | about us | rss  

PRINT: subscribe | renew | advertise | book of lists | business intelligence | classifieds | view digital edition | article reprints rights | purchase single copies  

AFFILIATES: Portfolio | SportsBusiness Journal | SportsBusiness Daily | Sporting News | Mass High Tech | TechFlash | Sustainable Business Oregon | ABJ Entrepreneur
 
© 2010 American City Business Journals, Inc. and its licensors. All rights reserved. The material on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used, except
the prior written permission of bizjournals. 

Use of, or registration on, this site constitutes acceptance of our User Agreement and Privacy Policy. 

bizjournals Partners


